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Abstract 

Yemeni honeybee Apis mellifera 

jemenitica is one of the African 

races, which has been known on 

one of the smallest bees of Apis 

mellifera. Apis mellifera 

jemenitica is the only race of Apis 

mellifera that reported to occur 

naturally in both Africa and Asia. 

The results of researcher showed 

that the  differences found in 

morphological characters. This 

difference could be related to 

different interacting factors. The 

most important one would probably 

be a genetic mixture that leads to 

these differences. 

This may explain the difference 

found in studied colonies, and the 

differences found in individuals 

within the same colony. 

However this needs more 

studies to identify these 

differences, these complex 

differences in  
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Yemeni honeybee species may 

be due to genetic differences in 

the original mothers or the effect 

of environment or differences in 

latitudes and longitudes or 

altitudes above sea level.  

The results showed that  the 

Yemeni honeybees have got high 

capabilities for diseases  

resistance like varroa mite Varroa 

destuctor and wax moth Galleria 

mellonella,  the effect of the 

difference in damaged mites, 

capped period and the cleaning 

period is surprisingly high, 

underlining the importance of 

these parameters for determining 

the type of relationship between 

Varroa and the Yemeni 

honeybees.  

Based on the obtained results we 

recommend   conserve the pure 

local bee race and prepare an 

improvement program.  

And establish queen rearing 

stations to produce good and 

healthy colonies, conserve and 

develop our honeybee wealth.
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